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7th Annual Kansas Governor’s Ringneck Classic a Success 

Hunting with the Governor Raises Money for Youth and Conservation Programs 
 

OAKLEY, KANSAS – Dec. 15, 2017 – The 7th Annual Kansas Governor’s Ringneck Classic went 
afield in pheasant territory around the Colby area from Nov. 16 to 19. Pheasant hunters from 12 
states participated in the effort to bring awareness and dollars to wild pheasant hunting and 
conservation in Kansas. 

Gov. Sam Brownback joined fellow hunters on Sat., Nov. 18, for a full day of walking and hunting wild 
pheasants. Other events included a clay shooting competition, fund-raising banquets, side-hunts and 
special music. Nashville artists Nick Hoffman and Natalie Murphy played to a packed house on Friday 
night, followed by Kansas rocker Lucas Maddy at the Saturday evening banquet and fundraiser. 

Since 2011, the Classic has generated more than $300,000 for local beneficiaries, youth, its partners 
supporting conservation efforts and the Northwest Kansas Conservation Foundation. The Foundation 
is the backbone of the yearly event. 
 
The numbers bear the Classic’s success story so far.  

 The Classic has spent more than $570,000 in northwest Kansas on tourism dollars including 

food, lodging, entertainment and other event-related expenses. A significant portion of the 

dollars used for these expenses have come from outside its geographical area in the form of 

sponsorship.   

 More than 300 people from Kansas, Colorado, Missouri and Nebraska have volunteered at the 

Classic. A handful of these folks have participated in all seven Classics. Hunters from at least 

26 states and 3 foreign countries have walked the fields of Kansas because of their 

associations with the Classic. 

 Through its association with Freedom Hunters, an organization that takes our country’s 

warriors on hunting trips, more than 80 active-duty, retired and wounded veterans from our 

military have experienced wild pheasant hunting in Kansas. 

 Twenty-six Kansas youth earned scholarships to hunt as guests of the governor.  

 Throughout the course, the Classic has awarded 20 lifetime Pheasants Forever memberships, 

7 Kansas lifetime hunting licenses and 6 college scholarships to Kansas youth hunters.  

 The Classic has been featured on national television productions each year, including “The 

Flush,” “Tom’s Wildlife,” “Bass Pro’s The Next Generation,” Cabela’s Sporting Dog 

Adventures” “Wing Shooting USA,” “Garmin’s Americana Outdoors” and “Nick’s Wild Ride.” It 

will be featured in 2018 on “Girls with Guns TV” and “The Flush”.  

“The Ringneck Board of Directors are honored to have had the support of Gov. Brownback the last 
seven years. We look forward to continuing the hunt for years to come,” said Jim Millensifer, 
president of the Kansas Ringneck Classic board. 
 
Sponsors for this year’s Classic included Vista Outdoors brands; Federal Premium Ammunition, 
Camp Chef, Hoppes, and Champion, Conestoga Energy, TriStar Sporting Arms, US Foods, BP Wind 
Energy, Girls with Guns Clothing, Charter Communications, Western Plains Energy, Kimber, 
Walmart, Gunner Kennels, Sport Dog, Kinetic High Performance Dog Food, Boyt Harness, Benelli / 

 



Franchi / Stoeger, Bass Pro Shops, Ruger, Sunsect, Remington Outdoor Company, Hubbard Feeds, 
PMCA of Kansas, Crop Production Services, Foley Equipment, Herzog, Jones Oil Company, Foote 
Cattle Company and Colby Country Gun Trader.  
 
Partners of the Classic include Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, Pheasants 
Forever/Quail Forever, Freedom Hunters, “Women’s Outdoor News,” National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, NRA-ILA, Kansas State Rifle Association and Patriots of Praise. Local tourism entities in 
the hosting communities have also supported the Classic. 
 
The 2018 Kansas Governor’s Ringneck Classic is scheduled to return to Colby, Kansas, next year, 
from Thurs., Nov. 15, to Sun., Nov. 18. For sponsorship opportunities, contact Millensifer. Visit the 
website; kansasringneckclassic.com. 

About the Northwest Kansas Conservation Foundation  

The Northwest Kansas Conservation Foundation (NWKCF) was created by the Kansas Governor’s 
Ringneck Classic to support habitat improvement and wildlife conservation in Northwest Kansas.  The 
foundation receives funds annually as a beneficiary of The Ringneck Classic.  In 2016, the foundation 
awarded Pheasants Forever/Quail forever a $25,000 Habitat Fund Matching Grant for Northwest 
Kansas chapter. 
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Jim Millensifer 
Phone: 785-953-1139 
Email: jhmillensifer@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.kansasringneckclassic.com 
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